ATN PROGRAM TAPE 

TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS

1. PICTURE & SOUND QUALITY:  The picture and sound should be of professional quality.   

a. Lighting should be adequate to create a clean, clear video picture.  This generally requires multiple lights to be used to provide for key, fill and back lighting.

b. Color balance should be correctly set for the type of lighting used.

c. Camera lenses need to be correctly adjusted and properly focused to provide clear, sharp video pictures.

d. If multiple cameras are used the cameras need to be accurately matched together to provide continuity between the quality of the video scenes.

e. Audio content should be clearly and professionally recorded without distortion and undue noise.

f. Microphone placement should be as close as possible to the talent to obtain the clearest possible recording of the sound.

g. In general, minimum quality acceptable will be mini DVCam (No VHS).

2. SAFE TITLE AREA & ATN LOGO AREA:  All programming provided to ATN should have all supers and graphics with words, numbers and letters, appear inside the standard “TV safe title area”.   The ATN logo will be superimposed on the lower right side of the screen for all program broadcasting.   Therefore all programming that is provided to ATN for broadcasting must be clear of any graphic material and supers in the lower right corner of the picture.

3. Program Length(s):  Programs will be accepted with the following durations:  

a. 28 min 30 sec

b. 58 min 30 sec

c. 1 hr 28 min 30 sec

d. 1 hr 58 min 30 sec

e. 2 hrs 28 min 30 sec

4. FORMAT:  TV programs formatted for commercial breaks will be considered for inclusion into ATN programming.

5. OPENING SEQUENCE:  Most programs commence with an opening sequence involving music, titles, various scenes or graphics and a narrator.  This sequence is inserted at the start of the program or soon after the program commences and serves as an identification of the program for the viewing audience.

6. CLOSING END CREDITS SEQUENCE:  Most programs conclude with a closing sequence that lists the technical and creative teams involved with the production of the program.  These names and positions are usually superimposed on the screen over various scenes with music played under.

7. PROGRAM TAPE LABEL INFORMATION:  Program tape labels must include:

a. Name of Program (including program number etc.)

b. Producer or Program (Including contact information)

c. PAL of NTSC clearly noted

d. Program length in hours, minutes and seconds

e. Whether with or without commercial breaks

f. Audio: is it 2-channel dual mono or is it 2-channel stereo?

g. Date of production.

8. ON THE VIDEO TAPE:  Where possible each video tape should contain “vertical interval time-code” (VITC).  At the beginning of each program video tape the following information should be included:

a. Video tape should commence with time code of 0:58:00:00 (Drop Frame) with black and no audio.

b. At time code of 0:58:30:00 commence 1 minute of standard video bars and 1 KHz audio tone on all audio channels.  Tone should be 0Vu for analog tracks and –20 dBfs for digital tracks.  This should continue up until 0:59:30:00

c. At 0:59:30:00 commences 10 seconds of black with no audio.

d. At 0:59:40:00 commence slate containing the following information:

i. Name of program

ii. Number of program

iii. Length of program

iv. Program producer with contact information

v. Any special “version” information

e. At 0:59:50:00 commences another 10 seconds of black with no audio

f. Program commences at 1:00:00:00

g. Summary: (Hrs/Mins/Secs/Frames)

0:58:00:00 - 0:58:30:00 
Black with no audio (30 secs).

0:58:30:00 - 0:59:30:00 
Bars and tone (1 minute).

0:59:30:00 - 0:59:40:00 
Black with no audio (10 secs).

0:59:40:00 - 0:59:50:00 
Program slate (10 secs).

0:59:50:00 - 1:00:00:00 
Black with no audio (10 secs).

1:00:00:00 

Program commences.

9. VIDEO:  Must comply with broadcast standard technical requirements for video:

a. Picture clarity/sharpness. (Minimum Quality DVCam.  VHS/Hi-8 quality is not acceptable.)

b. Black level at 7.5 units (IRE) analog for NTSC, 0 units digital or PAL

c. Chroma (Shall comply with Gamut limits)

d. Luminance (White levels not to exceed 100 units IRE)

e. Where possible program master tapes should be as close as possible to the original footage rather than copies, multi-generations removed from the original material.

10. AUDIO:  Must comply with broadcast standard technical requirements for audio:

a. Either 2-channel dual mono or

b. 2-channel stereo.

c. Set up for analog audio is 0Vu for analog tracks and –20 dBfs for digital tracks.  

d. Average level for analog audio should be 0Vu with peaks no greater than +3Vu.

e. Average level for digital audio should be –20 dBfs with peaks no greater than -10 dBfs.

Adventist Television Network

Program Policies.

Programming provided to ATN for broadcasting must comply with the following policies and guidelines:
1. IDENTIFICATION:  The ATN logo will be superimposed on the lower right side of the screen for all program broadcasting. 

2. AUTHORIZATION FOR BROADCAST VIA ATN:  Adventist Television Network (ATN) retains the right to determine, without explanation, if programming is appropriate for broadcast within the guidelines authorized by the ATN Executive Committee and the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists.
3. CREDIT:  When ATN utilizes programming from another network identification and contact information for the producing network will be identified.

4. PROGRAM INTEGRITY:  ATN will broadcast entire programs from other organizations or will consult and negotiate if only a portion of the program is selected for inclusion. 

5. RELEASE FORM:  The program producers should provide a legal release document permitting ATN to broadcast the program(s).  In addition written documents showing that copyright permission has been obtained must be provided to ATN.

6. RECOGNIZING THE OWNERSHIP OF PROGRAMMING FROM OTHER NETWORKS:  ATN will obtain the express permission of the producing entity for programming exchanged with other broadcast networks.

7. CONTENT:  All content must be appropriate and comply with the principles of the Seventh-day Adventist Church as outlined by the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists in  (DOCUMENT???).  This includes clothing, music, art and other potentially controversial issues.

8. NON-SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST AUDIENCE:  Generally programming for replay on ATN should be clearly understood by members of the public without any previous knowledge of Seventh-day Adventists.

9. THEOLOGICAL CONTENT:  Theological content must be clearly in agreement with the theological position of the General Conference of the Seventh-day Adventist Church as outlined in the 27 Fundamentals and other official General Conference documents.

10. MUSIC:  Must be representative of the Seventh-day Adventist Church and must comply with the musical principles outlined by the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists.

11. ADVERTISING CONTENT:  Any advertising content involving the sale of product or services must be submitted to ATN for approval prior to programming being considered for release over ATN.

12. PROGRAM TAPES:  Program tapes or other media containing programming will be held indefinitely by ATN and will be stored in an ATN video vault.   Program tapes and other media will not normally be returned to the program producers.   Copies of the program can be made for producers etc., at the request of the producer and at the expense of the producer.


